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  Agenda No    

 
  Audit & Standards Committee – 19 November 2007 

 
Standards Board Bulletins 

 
Report of the Strategic Director of Performance &  

Development    
 

Recommendation 
 

That the Committee notes the Sixth Annual Assembly newsletter, The Daily Detail, and 
previous issues of The Daily Detail that were distributed during the Assembly. 
 
 
1.  Introduction 
 

1.1 This report attaches the latest issue of the Annual Assembly newsletter, Issue 
Three, The Daily Detail, from the Standards Board for England.  This 
newsletter replaces this month’s Bulletin and features a roundup of the recent 
Sixth Annual Assembly of Standards Committees (Appendix A).  

 
1.2  The next issue of the Bulletin will be published as normal in December 2007. 

 
2.  Newsletter highlights. 
 
     2. 1 Newsletter highlights include:  
 

• Summaries of the discussions that took place at major sessions and 
events and reference to The Local Filter sessions and Deputy Chair 
Patricia Hughes’ speech on day one of the Assembly.   

• Conference photographs 
• Delegate feedback  

      
2.2  Attached is the Local Filter summary from the Standards Board website and 

latest news on the Local Filter system pilot projects (Appendix B).  
 

  2. 3 Previous issues of The Daily Detail, Issues One and Two that were distributed 
during the Assembly, are also attached to this report (Appendices C and D). 

 
DAVID CARTER 
Strategic Director of Performance & Development 
Shire Hall 
Warwick 
 
1 November 2007 















 
 

           Appendix B 
 
Local Filter summary from the Standards Board website and latest news on the Local Filter pilot 
projects. 
 
The local filter and changes to the standards framework  

Q. What is happening?  
 

A. New arrangements for local government are taking shape so we have created this dedicated section on 

our website to keep you informed of the changes and what they will mean for local authorities and the 

Standards Board for England’s role.  

We will also be keeping you up-to-date with our progress in developing guidance for local authorities and 

helping the government to develop regulations to support the system. 

The key changes to the framework are: 

• Standards committees will be responsible for receiving 
allegations and deciding whether any action needs to 
be taken (commonly referred to as the ‘local filter’).  

• Standards committees must be chaired by an 
independent member.  

• Standards committees will report periodically to the 
Standards Board.  

• Standards committees will be allowed to enter into joint 
working arrangements with other standards 
committees.  

• The Standards Board will be responsible for monitoring 
and ensuring the effectiveness of local arrangements, 
including supporting authorities which are 
experiencing difficulties and driving up their 
performance.  

Regulations need to be drafted to prescribe how some 

of these provisions will work in practice, not least the 

local filter and monitoring arrangements. The local filter 

is on course to come into effect in April 2008 and the 

Standards Board is conscious of the need to have the 

legislation and our guidance in place before then. 

 
Standards Board guidance 

To support local authorities, the Standards Board will be producing a range of comprehensive guidance on 

the framework for local authorities. 

Although we are currently preparing this guidance based on what we anticipate the regulations will contain, 

we need the final regulations to be in place before we can finish and publish it. This is to gain the important 

details we need to make sure the guidance is correct, and so give standards committees the certainty they 

need in preparing effectively for their new roles.  
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The government is working hard to have the regulations in place as soon as possible and, as mentioned 

above, we will keep you updated.  

In the meantime, this website will provide as much information as possible to help in preparing for the new 

roles and responsibilities. 

The published guidance will focus on five areas: 

• the role and make-up of standards committees  
• the local filter and how it will operate  
• local investigations  
• local determinations  
• monitoring and audit arrangements 

 
Keeping you updated 

We will post regular updates on our Latest news page on any developments to the regulations, guidance 

and our work generally that relate to the new standards framework. 

If you have an enquiry about the proposed changes, please email enquiries@standardsboard.gov.uk or 

phone 0845 078 8181. 

 
12 October 2007 

Local filter system piloted  
Scores of local authorities have volunteered to take part in three pilot projects ahead of the move to the 

new ethical framework. 

In preparation for the new arrangements, which will see standards committees making initial assessments 

of misconduct allegations, we asked authorities to provide feedback on the following proposals: 

• Operating the local filter system for complaints.  
• Joint working arrangements for standards committees.  
• Developing the Standards Board's monitoring and auditing role. 

We are pleased to say that 38 authorities took part in the local filter pilot, while seven groups – comprising 

up to 47 authorities – were consulted on the joint working pilot.  

The local filter and joint working pilots took place between May and September 2007 and the findings will 

be published at the Standards Board's Sixth Annual Assembly of Standards Committees.  

Twenty authorities are due to complete the third pilot, relating to the monitoring and audit role of the 

Standards Board, later this year.  

The findings will provide valuable information on the practicalities of these proposals and help inform the 

Standards Board's guidance to local authorities.  

C:\Documents and Settings\LWri3\Desktop\standards board.doc 2

http://www.standardsboard.gov.uk/Localfilter/Latestnews/
mailto:enquiries@standardsboard.gov.uk
http://www.annualassembly.co.uk/


C:\Documents and Settings\LWri3\Desktop\standards board.doc 3

You can read more about the pilots in Bulletin 35, which is available to download from our website, and 

there will be further updates in our news section in due course. 

Ends. 

 

http://www.standardsboard.gov.uk/Publications/TheBulletin/









